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for some^refreshing criticism at the hands of Pherozeshah. There
were some delightful hits, and officials high and low got a rough
handling. The niggardliness of the Government towards the Uni-
versity was contrasted with their extravagance in other directions,
and the claim put forward by Lord Harris that the expenditure on
education in the Presidency compared favourably with that incurred
in other countries was disposed of without difficulty. Seldom had the
educational policy of the Government been subjected to such
trenchant and incisive criticism.
Before the Association reached years of maturity, it lost its energy
and enthusiasm, and gradually sank into torpor. Conducted with
vigour, it might have exercised considerable influence on the pro-
gress of education in the Presidency. As it was, it left the battle to
individual reformers, whose efforts were greatly hampered by the
absence of a well organized body of public opinion, such as the
Association could have created by sustained and vigorous action.
We have said enough to show the nature of Pherozeshah's interest
in educational matters at the time of his election as Dean, to which
reference has already been made. The contest was keen, his opponent
Mr. James Jardine being a prominent member of the Bar and the
Senate. The defeat of the latter appears to have caused mortification
to a certain section, and an excited individual wrote to the papers
condemning the election, and attributing it to the "spirit of mis-
chievous combination for the exaltation of members of their own
race that has recently been growing among the Parsees." It was said
that Pherozeshah had taken little deliberative or administrative part
as a member of the Faculty. This may have been true in a certain
measure, for Pherozeshah's numerous preoccupations and frequent
absence from Bombay on professional engagements, prevented his
taking a continuously active part in the affairs of the University. But
the writer did less than justice when he ignored Pherozeshah's
contributions to the debates in the Senate on important occasions.
This was pointed out by a Parsi correspondent, who effectively
answered the various objections raised against the election. He
showed that it had nothing to do with sectarian considerations, for
the Parsis had abstained from putting forward Pherozeshah's claims
to the judgship on the High Court Bench, which had fallen vacant a